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ABORIGINAL HOUSING — KIMBERLEY 

Statement by Minister for Regional Development 

MR B.J. GRYLLS (Central Wheatbelt — Minister for Regional Development) [9.07 am]: I am pleased to 
inform the house of two important milestone developments in the provision of new Aboriginal housing in the 
Kimberley region. Better ways of delivering housing that more appropriately meet the needs of Aboriginal 
families are significant issues in remote areas. On 29 May the Minister for Housing and I travelled to Halls 
Creek to inspect the first of 18 new houses currently being built at the Mardiwah Loop community on the edge 
of Halls Creek. This is my proudest achievement as a member of the new Liberal-National government. Housing 
shortages and overcrowding at Mardiwah Loop have been well documented along with impoverished housing 
arrangements and the consequent poor living conditions. It is not uncommon to find up to 25 people, including 
the aged and young, living under one roof. When the Liberal-National government was elected in 2008, a 
stalemate had existed at Mardiwah Loop for more than three years and the funds allocated for eight new houses 
had remained unused. The Kimberley Development Commission worked with the federal Department of 
Families, Housing, Community Services and Indigenous Affairs and the Department of Housing to facilitate a 
memorandum of understanding, which enabled residents to sign tenancy agreements.  

I pay special tribute to the leadership of Joe Ross and Jeff Gooding and the residents of Mardiwah Loop, 
including Therese Polkinghorn and Bonnie Deegan, who have delivered this outstanding outcome. These 
arrangements, with the support of the community, bring the new housing, and some existing houses, under a 
sound management regime. Refurbishment of all existing houses has also commenced. This initiative has 
virtually doubled the number of houses at Mardiwah Loop, bringing housing occupancy down from an average 
of more than 10 people per house to seven people per house, with new or refurbished housing for more than 200 
people in Halls Creek. Fifteen million dollars has been allocated from the royalties for regions program to 
progress the development of the Kimberley Aboriginal community housing project in Fitzroy Crossing, Halls 
Creek and Kununurra. The project will build approximately 30 houses for Aboriginal people who are either in 
the workforce or moving into the workforce. The government will partner with Bunuba Inc in Fitzroy Crossing; 
the Miriuwung Gajerrong Corporation in Kununurra and the Shire of Halls Creek to fund houses on land being 
contributed to the project by each of these partners. The Miriuwung Gajerrong Corporation will be contributing 
not only land, but also some of its own funds received from its native title settlement, the Ord Final agreement.  

The housing stock in each area will be owned by the partners and built and managed by a contracted third party 
who will provide the necessary management and maintenance support to sustain the houses for at least 25 years. 
The roll-out of the project over the next two years is supported by the Department of Housing and the Kimberley 
Development Commission. The project is one that I am keen to expand into other communities with similar 
needs based on the successful take-up of the project. The project utilises royalties for regions funding to support 
important regional housing infrastructure, local decision making and project delivery. The delivery of housing 
stock to remote Indigenous communities needs to be an absolute priority of this government. I am pleased to say 
that it seems that we are making some progress.  
 


